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trapped like a frail and beautiful insect by the sordid weight
of worldly sediment. Karma piles layer upon layer on it;
it becomes a complete and hopeless prisoner unless action is
taken to release it. The Vedantic doctrine of doing nothing
is sheer defeatism. Man must be his own deliverer. Jaimsm
says: "Man, thou art thy own friend; thy soul is its own river
Veyarana."
It is this utter dependence on individual effort for salvation
which has made Jaimsm disdain priesthood. The ceremonial
part of their religion is largely performed by worshippers
undistinguished by special qualifications. To possess the true
faith and to know the law is, however, a more valuable asset
than faithful ceremonial, says Jaimsm.
The Jamas have no god. They may deny that they are
atheists but their worship is confined to the Tirthakara
(prophet). To them there is no supreme deity; no creator of
the world, no destroyer of it. Their worship is merely an
exercise in purification; it is not directed towards appeasement
or the securing of a reward since there is nothing to appease
and just as little to give reward. The expounders of their law
are to be reverenced, but there is no divine being to commune
with. There is a classification of such expounders or saints;
they form a kind of hierarchy surrounding and inspiring man's
efforts to save himself from the tyranny of rebirth; they do not,
however, have the power of mercy or its opposite; they are, at
their best, merely enlightened ones who have tested the Jamas*
doctrine and found it effective in securing their own deliver^
ance. To the Jain, therefore, the human soul is left as its own
maker or non/maker.
Since asceticism is the main means of salvation for the
Jainas it is natural that we should expect their moral code to
be severe. Few, however, can readily realise just how severe
and Karma/eroding it is. It is true that more laxity is allowed
to the non/monks than to the monks, but the non/monks
are regarded as in a state of preparation for monkhood and
must in fact carry out at some time or other m their repeated